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CLASSROOM ENGLISH

The purpose of this paper is to provide English teachers with useful phrases to be used in classrooms. For some - this will be just a reminder, for some – a useful resource of phrases and for some – a completely new field that should be investigated and thoroughly explored. Mind you, this is like never-ending story, there is always something else to be added 

TAKING SEATS

· Go to your seat, please.

· Everybody go to their seats.

· Can’t you find a chair?

· Stop talking for a minute. A lot of fuss about seating!

· Would you please sit down!

GETTING READY

· Put away your coat. Hang it over there. 

· Clear your desk. Put this away (aside).

· Monitor, who is absent? (Is anybody absent)

· Monitor, would you please clean the blackboard.

· Take out your homework. Have you done your homework?

· Get ready for reading (writing, listening, discussion…)

GENERAL INTRODUCTIONS

· Good morning/afternoon/Hello/Hi

· Sit down/ will you all please sit down…

· How are you today/this morning….

· (if you have a guest present) I’d like to introduce/present/welcome our guest today… This is Ms…..she is a teacher/student/coordinator/principal….

· (lateness) Why are you late? I see. Well sit down and let’s get started. Hurry up and sit down, we’ve already started. Try to be on time next time.
CLASSROOM CONDITIONS

· It’s cold/sunny/hot/too hot/freezing/too noisy/ here, isn’t it?
· Open/shut the windows, please.

· Would you please pull up/down the blinds?

· It’s pretty untidy here. Would you tidy it up, please?

· It’s dark in here. I think we need more light. Turn the light on please.

STARTING THE LESSON

· I think we can start now. Get ready, we are about to start. Let’s get started. …
· Does anybody remember…../ Can anyone recall……

· Let’s revise…/ let’s do it once more….

· To begin with…/First I want …../Today I’ll be talking…/Now, we’re going….

CONTROL AND DISCIPLINE

· Now, that’s not the way to behave in the class.
· Behave yourself/yourselves

· Keep quiet! Listen (to me)! Will you please stop fooling around?!

· OK, that’s enough now! Stop disturbing others, please.

· Don’t be rude. Get out immediately! Apologize, at once!

· What’s so funny? Why are you laughing?
· Stop! Stop it! Cut it out!(slang)!

· Try to work on your own. No cheating. Been cheating, I see!

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

· No passing notes. No cheating, please.
· There’ll be trouble if you go on copying, do it on your own.

· If you don’t understand something, raise your hand and ask. 

· You’re not the only one in the group. Wait for your turn.

· Attention please. Pay attention, Milan. No writing while I explain this OK?

· I would like you all listen to me carefully.

· Don’t look out of the window. Look. Look over. Look up/down/left/right.
· (pupils) it wasn’t me. That’s not fair. That’s not true. It’s not my fault.
· (you) Don’t answer back. Don’t argue with me. I believe you did/didn’t do it.
NOISE

· Silence please. I’m still speaking.

· Don’t make such a noise. Please stop that noise.

· Be quiet. I can’t hear a word. Don’t talk. No talking while I’m talking.

· There’s no need to call out. 

· Put your hands up if you need something. /Raise your hand when ….

· Lower your voice, please. Not so loud. 

 
MAY I
· May I be excused?

· May I ask you something?

· May I go out?  / May I come in? / May I suggest something?

· Yes, you may. / No, you may not.

MOVEMENT

· Don’t move. Nobody move.
· Put up your hands! Put your hands down!

· Stay where you are. Face the board. Stand still. Stand up/sit down.

· Wait a minute! How dare you! Stand by your desk.
· Look out! Mind! Mind your step! Watch out. Take care not to…

BOARD

· Clean the blackboard, would you. Not you, put your hand down. 

· Take the sponge. Is there any chalk?

· Come up to the board. Go to the board.

· Look at the board. Read from the board. Copy from the board.

END OF CLASS

· The lesson isn’t due to finish until five to.
· It seems we have three minutes to spare. We have five minutes more.

· Carry on this activity. Go on copying the …

· I’m afraid it’s time to finish now. We’ll have to stop now.

· There goes the bell. There’s the bell. We’ll have to stop now.

· You can finish this exercise/text/sentence/essay/composition …at home.

· We’ve run out of time. We’ll continue working on this next time.

· You can go now. That’ll do for today. All right. That’s all for today.
· Pack your books/staff/things. Goodbye. 

· (Getting out while others are working). No noise, as you leave. Others are still working. Go out quietly. Try not to make any noise as you leave. Ssshh, quietly.

· Break = recess; take the break, we’ll make 10 minutes break, 

· See you later/soon/after the break/again on Monday

· I’m not going to be here next time. Ms Buzakovic will take you instead.
HOLIDAYS

· I hope you all have a nice holiday. Have a nice / good time.

· See you in February / next September

· The same to you.

· Enjoy your holidays. Happy ….! / Merry …..!

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

· Take out your books. Is there anybody without a book?
· Where’s your book? Please remember to bring it next time. 

· Open your books at page 11. We’ll begin on page11. The text is on page 11.

· Have you found the page?

· Turn to the next page. Next page, please. Turn back to previous page. 

· Please listen carefully. I’m going to read the text. Let’s read the text

· Please close your books. Cover up page 18.

· Please, read / start reading / read the first paragraph /

· One at a time, starting with Alexander. Take turns. Next, please. It’s your turn Dejan. Go on, Dragan. Anybody else? Someone else. Keep going. 
· Read the text to yourself / silently / study the pages on your own

·  Let’s read the dialogue in pairs now.
· Now you’re going to work in pairs / in groups of 3 / 5/ as you’re sitting now

COMPREHENSION

· Let’s see if you’ve understood this text/part/sentence/line/rule.
· I’d like to point out some difficulties. 

· Can you be more precise? You’ve left out something

· Are there any questions on this? Have you understood….?

· Give me a brief summary. Make the summary of the basic ideas.

· I can’t make out what you mean by that. I didn’t quite get what you were saying.
· Can you explain a little further?

· Do you see? Can you follow? Are you with me? Fine. Now….

VOCABULARY

· I’d like to explain some new words to you. Let’s have a look at the new words.
· I don’t think you understand this word/phrase.

· Don’t you know the meaning of this word? We’ve had I in our previous text.

· What’s another way of saying….?

· How else can you say the same thing?

· Alright, I’ll help you with it this time. What is the opposite of..? Now, it ‘s something to do with….

SPELLING

· How do you spell this word?

· How is it spelled?

· Will you spell it out for me, please?

· Spell this word, please.

· Could you check the spelling of this word, please?

OPINIONS AND FEELINGS

· I’d like to know what you think about ….

· What’s your opinion on this? What do you think of this?

· Tell us how do you feel about this?

· Can you think of some more situations like this one?

· Could you give me an example / go into more details / expand a little?

GUIDANCE

· Let’s stick to English. Say it in English, please. In English, please.

· Use English. Try it in English. 

· Now the same thing in English.

· Try to say it differently. Rephrase it. 

· Don’t mumble. Speak clearly.

RETELLING

· Who can retell the story / text? Any volunteers?

· Express yourself as simply as possible.
· Tell me in your own words what happened?

TEACHER OFFERING HELP

· Please let me know if you run into a problem.

· If you run into a problem, raise your hand and I’ll come round and help you.

· I’ll help you if you get stuck.

· If you get stuck, skip the question.

· How are you getting along? How far have you got?

· Do you understand what you have to do?

WRITING

· Put your books away. Take out your exercise books / notebooks.
· You are going to do a written exercise / assignment now.

· Pass out the paper to everyone, please.

· Hand out the worksheets, please.

· You should have written your name at the top / in the upper left/right corner.

· Write it in ink. Use a pen. Do the exercise in pencil. 

· Has anybody got an extra pencil / pen/ sheet of paper?

· Write it neatly. This exercise is very untidy. Make sure I can read your handwriting. Rewrite it neatly.

Dear colleagues, these are but few phrases of classroom English. There are many, many more, but it has been impossible to include everything, and to avoid being too long or too boring. I would like just to point out the importance of using English in our classrooms as much as possible. Many things have been left out, but you are most welcome to add more, all those items you find also useful and needed for уour work.

